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EO 11652: NA 

TAGS: LE, IS, PLO, SOPN, ASEC 
SUB J : MISSING JOURNALISTS 

1 . DAVID PEARCE OF UPI HAS RELATED FOLLOWING STORY RE THREE 
MISSING JOURNALISTS. 

2. AT ABOUT 1300 HOURS (ALL TIMES LOCAL) MARCH 17, DAVID HIRST 

(A BRITISH SUBJECT) OF THE GUARDIAN, EDWARD TEMKO (AN AMERICAN) 
OF UPI, DOUBLAS ROBERTS (AN AMERICAN) OF THE VOA, AND AN NAHAR 
PHOTOGRAPHER GEORGES SEMERDJIAN (A LEBANESE) WERE IN OUTSKIRTS 
OF VILLAGE OF HARIS (33 10 N 35 23 E), ABOUT 12 KM NORTH OF 
LEBANESE/ISRALI BORDER. AFTER CHECKING WITH PALESTINIANS, THE 
FOUR JOURNALISTS ENTERED THE VILLAGE, WHICH WAS SHELLED 
SOON AFTER. 

3. THE FOUR MEN TOOK REFUGE IN A SCHOOL IN THE VILLAGE 
THAT WAS THEN STRUCK BY ARTILLERY FIRE. 

4. ABOUT 1430 HOURS ISRAELIS BOMBED THE VILLAGE. SEMERDJIAN 
LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 02 BEIRUT 01469 181356Z 

FLED FROM THE SCHOOL, BUT HE THOUGHT THE OTHERS REMAINED IN IT. 

5. ABOUT 1500 HOURS, ISRAELI TANKS ENTERED AND SHELLED THE 
VILLAGE. 

6. ABOUT 1530 HOURS, ONE LOCAL WOMAN TOLD SEMERDJIAN THAT THE 
OTHER THREE JOURNALISTS HAD ESCAPED FROM THE SCHOOL TO A SMALL 
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VALLEY, BUT SEMERDJIAN WAS UNABLE TO CONFIRM THIS. (PIERCE 
DOUBTS VALIDITY OF WOMAN'S STORY,) 

7. ABOUT 1800 HOURS, SEMERDIIAN WAS ABLE TO ESCAPE FROM THE AREA 
AND MAKE HIS WAY BACK TO BEIRUT WHERE HE TOLD PEARCE THE ABOVE 
ACCOUNT. 

8. ABOUT 1230 HOURS ON MARCH 18, THE PALESTINIAN RED CRESCENT 
SOCIETY CONTACTED UPI AND SAID REPRESENTATIVES OF THE SOCIETY 
HAD SEEN BODIES ON THE OUTSKIRTS OF HARIS, BUT NONE WERE 
EUROPEANS. RED CRESCENT SAID IT HAD HEARD THEIR WERE BODIES 

IN THE SCHOOL, BUT IT COULD NOT ENTER THE VILLAGE TO VERIFY THIS. 

9. COMMENT AND ACTION REQUESTED: THE UPI HAS ALREADY INFORMED 
GOL, IDF, AND ICRC OF ABOVE. REQUEST TEL AVIV CONTACT IDF AND 
MAKE URGENT REQUEST FOR ISRAELI FORCES TO STOP FIRING IN VILLAGE, 
IF THEY ARE DOING SO, AND TO PROVIDE ANY INFORMATION THEY CAN 
ON FATE OF THREE JOURNALISTS. 

10. EMBASSY HAS MADE REPEATED ATTEMPTS TO LOCATE ROBERTS AND 
TEMKO IN BEIRUT AND/OR TO CONFIRM THEIR WHEREABOUTS, SO FAR 
WITHOUT SUCCESS. REQUEST USIS/ATHENS INFORM NEXT OF KIN 

OF ROBERTS, WHO IS VOA EMPLOYEE STATIONED IN ATHENS. UPI 
IS INFORMING TEMKO'S NEXT OF KIN IN WASHINGTON BUT 
REQUESTS DEPARTMENT DO SO AS WELL (SEE SEPTEL TO SCS). 

UPI AND OTHER WIRE SERVICES HAVE AGREED NOT TO CARRY 
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STORY UNTIL 1800 HOURS MARCH 18. REQUEST ADDRESSEES NOT RELEASE 
STORY. WE WILL ADVISE ALL ADDRESSEES IMMEDIATELY AS SOON AS 
WE RECEIVE ANY ADDITIONAL INFORMATION. 

DECONTROL FOLLOWING SEPT 18, 1978. 

PARKER 
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